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Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the State board of health to secure the coopera- 
tion and assistance of the national health authorities in dealing with these diseases, 
and to prepare and issue bulletins and other literature containing professional and 
popular information as to the prevalence and infectious character of such eye dis- 
eases, and the precautions to be used against such infections; and to furnish formulae 
and other information for the use of physicians and mid-wives in the management 
and treatment of such diseases. It shall be the duty of the county boards of health 
to furnish to physicians and midwives the simple drugs to be used for the indigent 
in preventing and in treating such diseases. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of every physician and of every midwife who, 
while in attendance upon a baby under 30 days old or upon its mother, has observed 
ophthalmia in the new-bom baby, and the duty of the head of a family and of trained 
nurse in a family in which there is a baby under 30 days old and no physician or mid- 
wife in attendnace, and the duty of trained nurse and of the head of any institution 
in which there is a baby under 30 days old and no physician or midwife in attendance 
upon it or its mother, to report the case of ophthalmia in the new bom within six 
hours after observing it to the city board of health, if the case shall have occurred in a 
city; or if the case shall have occurred outside a city, to the county board of health, 
within 24 hours after observation. And it shall be the duty of every physician to 
report each case of trachoma so diagnosed by him as attending or examining phy- 
sician within five days after such diagnosis. And any physician, midwife, nurse, or 
head of family who fails to make the report required by this act, shall upon conviction 
be fined not more than $100; and persistent failure or refusal on the part of a physician, 
midwife, or nurse to make such report or to take the necessary precaution to prevent 
the spread of such diseases shall be a proper ground for the revocation of the right to 
practice, after due notice and hearing, as now provided by law for the revocation of 
certificates to practice medicine in this Commonwealth. 

Sec 4. That "ophthalmia in the new born" shall be understood to be "any inflam- 
mation, swelling, and redness of either eye, or of both eyes, either apart from or together 
with any unnatural discharge from the eye or eyes of a baby." 

MARYLAND. 

Communicable Diseases— Notification of Cases by Physicians. (Chap. 644, Act 

Apr. 16, 1914.) 

Section 1. That section 64 of the Code of Public General Laws, title "Health," 
subtitle "Infectious Diseases, " be, and the same is hereby, repealed and reenacted so 
as to read as follows: 

"Sec 64. Whenever any physician knows or has reason to believe that any person 
whom he is called to visit is infected with smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, typhoid 
fever, typhus fever, yellow fever, measles, whooping cough, or any other contagious 
or infectious disease dangerous to public health, he shall immediately give notice 
thereof in writing over his own signature to the board of health or health officer of the 
city, town, county, or district in which such disease exists; and if he refuses or neglects 
to give such notice, he shall be fined not less than $10 nor more than $100. " 

School Physicians— Counties Authorized to Appoint— Salaries and Duties. (Chap. 

165, Act Apr. 4, 1914.) 

Section 1. That the board of county school commissioners of any county in the 
State, may, in its discretion, appoint one or more school physicians, and assign one to 
any public school within the limits of such county, and shall provide such school 
physicians, when so appointed, with proper facilities for the performance of their 
duties, as hereinafter provided. 
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Sec. 2. That school physicians appointed as outlined in section 1, shall be phy- 
sicians legally qualified to practice medicine in this State who have had at least two 
years' experience in the practice of their profession. 

Sec. 3. That every school physician so appointed shall make a prompt examination 
of all children referred to him, as hereinafter provided, and such further examination 
of teachers, janitors, and school buildings, as in his opinion the protection of the health 
of the pupils may require. He shall return promptly to the authorities appointing 
him, on blanks furnished as hereinafter provided, the results of his examinations. 

Sec. 4. That the superintendent, principal, or teacher or any school to which 
a school physician has been assigned, as hereinafter provided, shall refer to such 
physician every child returning to school without a permit from the health officer 
or board of health, after absence on account of illness or from unknown cause, and 
every child attending such school who appears to be in ill health or is suspected to 
be sick with any contagious or infectious disease, unless such child is immediately 
excluded from school, under the provisions of the general statutes or the sanitary 
regulations in force in said town or district: Provided, That in the case of schools in 
remote and isolated locations the school authorities may make such other arrange- 
ments as may be advisable to carry out the purposes of this act. 

Sec. 5. That the board of county school commissioners of any county, which has 
appointed one or more school physicians, in accordance with the provisions of this 
act, Bhall cause every child attending the public schools therein to be separately 
and carefully tested and examined at least once in every two years to ascertain whether 
such child is suffering with defective sight or hearing, or from any other physical 
disability tending to prevent such child from receiving the full benefit of school 
work, or requiring a modification of such school work, in order to prevent injury 
to the child, or to secure thebest educational results; and the school authorities may 
establish special classes for these defective children, and may employ additional 
teachers for this purpose. 

Sec. 6. That notice of the disease and defects, if any, from which any child is found 
by such school physician to be suffering shall be given to the parent or guardian 
of such childVith such advice relating thereto as said physician may deem advisable, 
and whenever any child shows symptoms of any contagious or infectious disease notice 
shall also be given to the health officer or board of health, and such child may be 
excluded from attendance at such school, in accordance with the provisions of the 
general statutes or the sanitary regulations in force in the town or district. Visiting 
nurses may also be employed to visit the parents to assist in securing the medical 
attention required. 

Sec. 7. That the school physician shall be paid for the services rendered, such 
amount as the school authorities of the respective counties shall deem proper and 
sufficient under the particular circumstances, and shall pay the same from the general 
funds in their hands, such compensation not to exceed $2 per hour actually given to 
examinations in the schools. 

Sec. 8. That the State superintendent of public education shall prescribe, after 
consultation with the State board of health, the directions for tests of sight and hear- 
ing, and shall prescribe for the school authorities of the State suitable rules of instruc- 
tion, test cards, blanks, record books, and other useful appliances for carrying out 
the purposes of this act. 

Sec. 9. That no person suffering from any communicable disease shall be employed 
as teacher or janitor in any public school in this State. At the opening of each annual 
term teachers must furnish a health certificate from a registered physician, addressed 
to the superintendent of schools, certifying that they are not suffering from tuber- 
culosis or other communicable disease. 

Sec. 10. That the State board of education shall provide for pupils in the normal 
schools suitable instruction and practice for testing the sight and hearing of school 
children. 



1205 April 16, 1915 

Sec. 11. That the expenses incurred under the provisions of this act, shall be paid in 
the same manner as the ordinary expenses for the support of schools in the several 
counties of the State. 

Sec 12. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed in so far as they are in conflict herewith. 

Sec 13. That this act shall take effect July 1, 1914. 

Births and Deaths— Registration of. (Chap. 747, Act Apr. 13, 1914.) 

Section 1. That sections 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, and 19 of article 43 1 of the Code of 
Public General Laws of Maryland, title "Health," subtitle "State Registrar of Vital 
Statistics," be and the same are hereby repealed and reenacted, with amendments, so 
as to read as follows: 

Sec 8. Each election district, city and incorporated town shall constitute a regis- 
tration district: Provided, That the State registrar may combine two or more registra- 
tion districts in any county into one registration district, provided the total population 
of the districts so combined does not exceed 100,000. The county registrar shall, with 
the advice and consent of the local board of health, designate a competent person in 
each registration district who shall act as local registrar, and shall within the district 
for which he is appointed receive death certificates and issue burial permits upon the 
same and receive birth certificates and perform such other services under this act as 
the local board of health may direct : Provided, That when, in the judgment of the State, 
registrar of vital statistics, it is neceassry to appoint more than one deputy local regis- 
trar in any registration district, the State registrar shall authorize and direct the local 
registrar of vital statistics to designate and appoint as many additional competent 
persons to act as deputy local registrars as the State registrar may deem necessary. 
Each deputy local registrar appointed as herein provided shall accept the appointment 
in writing, and it shall be his duty to act as local registrar in his stead in case of absence, 
illness, or disability and when it is necessary in order to promote public convenience 
to do so, and who shall be subject to all rules and regulations governing local registrars. 
No local registrar or deputy local registrar shall issue any permit for the disposition of 
any dead body excepting upon the presentation of a proper and correct certificate of 
death, nor shall he in any case issue a permit for the disposition of any body already 
interred, entombed, transported, removed, cremated or in any other manner disposed 
of except as provided in this act. Each deputy local registrar shall, on the last day of 
each month, transmit to the local registrar all certificates of birth or death in his 
possession. 

Every local registrar shall, on or before the fifth day of each month, transmit to the 
State registrar of vital statistics in the envelopes furnished for that purpose the orig- 
inals of all certificates of birth or death remaining in his possession on the last day of 
the month next preceding, and if there are no such certificates of birth or death remain- 
ing in his possession he shall immediately certify such fact to the State registrar in 
writing. The local registrar shall at the time of mailing his returns to the State reg- 
istrar mail to the county registrar a copy of all certificates of birth or death certified as 
correct under his hand and remaining in his possession on the last day of the month 
next preceding: Provided, That the State registrar may in the event of unusual sick- 
ness or mortality or for the purpose of legal, legislative, or other inquiry, require of 
any local registrar returns at shorttr intervals: And provided, That in case of births and 
deaths occurring in the city of Baltimore, the State registrar shall not require the 
return to him of the original certificates of births and deaths, but only such transcripts, 
tables, figures, and compilations as may seem to him advisable or necessary. 

It shall be the duty of all local registrars and deputy local registrars to receive death 
certificates and issue burial permits thereon, as hereinafter provided, and accept birth 
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